NOVEMBER ijio         Journal to Stella

got above all this, and, perhaps, I have better reason for it
than they know: and so you shall hear no more of First-
Fruits, dukes, Harleys, archbishops, and Southwells.
I have slipt off Raymond upon some of his countrymen
to shew him the town, &c. and I lend him Patrick. He
desires to sit with me in the evenings; upon which I have
given Patrick positive orders that I am not within at
evenings.
LETTER X
[SATURDAY]                               London, Nov. 25, 1710.
I'LL tell you something that's plaguy silly: I had forgot
to say on the 23<i in my last, where Tdined; and because I
had done it constantly, I thought it was a great omission,
and was going to interline it; but at last the silliness of it
made me cry, Pshah, and I let it alone. I was to-day to see
the Parliament meet; but only saw a great crowd: and
Ford and I went to see the tombs at Westminster, and
sauntered so long I was forced to go to an eating-house
for my dinner. Bromley1 is chosen speaker, nemine contra-
dicentei Do you understand those two words? And
Pompey, colonel Hill's2 black, designs to stand speaker
for the footmen.3 I am engaged to use my interest for
him, and have spoken to Patrick to get him some votes.
1 William Bromley, 1664-1732, a strong High Churchman, had been
M.P. for the University of Oxford since 1702. For a short period, 1713-
14, in succession to Lord Dartmouth, he was Secretary of State.
z John Hill was younger brother of Mrs. Masham, who gradually
supplanted the Duchess of Marlborough in the Queen's favour. He was
first a page to Anne, entered the army, and commanded a brigade at
Almanza. He was placed in charge of the unsuccessful Quebec expedition,
1711, and in 1713 appointed to the command of the troops at Dunkirk.
He died in 17 3 5. See Account of the Conduct of the Duchess of Marlborough,
1742, pp. 218-19.
3 It was a custom with footmen in attendance at the Houses of Parlia-
ment to form themselves into an assembly and debate the same points as
their masters. Steele alludes to the practice in The Spectator, No. 88,
IT June 1711.
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